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“There is no better place to be than amongst
your peers where diversity of thought is
encouraged and respected”

Headmaster’s Introduction
St Ives Prep is a unique educational environment
which caters especially for lively boys who are
intellectually curious, creative and display an
enthusiasm for learning. Our aim is to provide a
learning environment that is both rich and challenging,
and encourages independence and deep thinking.
We seek to build a culture where learning is held in
high regard and attitude and effort are rewarded.
It is a School of curious boys who ask lots of
questions, want to learn more about the world, like
to develop a passionate interest, and look deeply into
subjects to satisfy their own curiosity. This doesn’t
just happen in our classrooms. Our boys are provided
with wonderful opportunities in music, sport, drama,
science, literacy, numeracy, languages and more.
Our boys are very busy and that is the way they like
it. They like to be challenged, and there is no better
place to be than amongst your peers where diversity
of thought is encouraged and respected.
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Even though the facilities at St Ives Prep are
outstanding - with spacious grounds and large
open classrooms, our primary focus is on building
connections between people. Our teachers know their
boys well and seek to give them the opportunity to
blossom intellectually, socially and emotionally. This
community thrives on mutual respect as we build
character and grow skills. We want our boys to grow
up into creative, intuitive and sensitive young men.
Schools can make extravagant claims and promises.
Grammar was founded with a single purpose – the
preparation of talented boys for advanced study,
ultimately university. We seek to lay a strong
foundation that will enable them to flourish as they
continue their educational journey.
If you think your son could benefit from what we
have to offer, please get in touch with us. You should
join one of the regular tours, or come to our annual
Open Day. We’d love to hear from you.
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“A School culture that is respectful,
kind and inclusive.”

Pastoral Care
We aim to be developing young men who are
creative, intuitive thinkers and sensitive to the needs
of those around them. The boys are encouraged
to think beyond their own needs and we provide
opportunities for them to serve others within and
beyond our community.
At St Ives Prep, we focus on building relationships
and providing many opportunities for boys to feel
connected to their community. The boys build
friendships within their year group and across the
grades through various sporting and social activities
as well as important programmes such as our Peer
Support and Buddy Programmes. Our boys learn
the importance of forming positive relationships and
developing a capacity for optimism and resilience.
Each boy’s Form Master takes the time to develop a
strong and positive relationship with him, a host of
other teachers also nurture connections with the boys
as they move through the years.
‘Carrington’s Code’ forms the platform for the School
to help build and develop character. The values of
Respect, Empathy, Courage, Initiative and Integrity
are integrated in a variety of contexts as boys learn
to play and work with each other. Modelling these
values is crucial to establishing a School culture that is
respectful, kind and inclusive.
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Fostering Creativity and Critical Thinking
Through Inquiry
Developing boys’ curiosity requires competent
teachers who can pose questions, encourage ideas,
support investigations and nurture growing minds.
Imagination and creativity are vital in any young
person’s childhood and at Grammar we celebrate
these through our approach to Inquiry.
We explicitly teach the boys how to ask deep
and complex questions and through our model of
Inquiry we aim to develop in them the necessary
tools for seeking out answers. Structured, guided
and independent inquiry skills are fostered in our
classrooms from Preschool to Year 6. Stimulating
higher order thinking is an everyday occurrence at
St Ives Prep.
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“No single activity is more important
in the curriculum than reading.”

Curriculum

Literacy

We aim to educate the intellectual, moral, social,
cultural and physical development of the individual
and each is interdependent.

The ability to communicate both orally and in the
written form is highly valued at Sydney Grammar
School. Our focus is on developing articulate,
sensitive, thoughtful writers. Younger boys write
every day and have many opportunities to share their
imaginative ideas and creative worlds. Older boys are
explicitly taught technique, structure, vocabulary and
styles of writing.

There are 19 classes within the School: one Preschool
class, two classes for Years K-2 and three classes
for Years 3-6. The current curriculum is divided into
the six Key Learning Areas of English; Mathematics;
History and Geography; Science and Technology;
Physical Development, Health and Physical Education;
and Creative and Practical Arts.
Reading fluently for understanding and developing a
love of literature are important objectives. The boys
enjoy quality children’s literature and are encouraged
to read daily, with a comprehensive home reading
programme in operation across the School.
Specialist teachers work in Music, Visual Arts, Science,
Drama, Italian, Library and Personal Development,
Health and Physical Education.

As a Preparatory School, we understand how
important writing skills are for success at high school.
A love of poetry, ability to persuade, enjoyment of
a well told yarn, and critical skills of analysis are all
essential skills our boys develop as they progress
through the School.
No single activity is more important in the curriculum
than reading. Literature is shared at assemblies and
each year boys in Years 1-6 enjoy taking part in a
school-based reading challenge called ‘Chase the
Lion’. The K-6 Library, at the centre of the School,
provides a wide variety of books, and boys can also
borrow from classroom collections for home reading.
When you visit St Ives Prep, you will find boys
reading in all sorts of places!
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“Parents and teachers are partners
in the learning journey.”

Mathematics

Building Strong Foundations – the Early Years

Mathematics is a vibrant, relevant and in-depth lens
through which to explore our world. At Grammar,
our boys thrive on the opportunity to develop the
processes of questioning, reflecting, reasoning and
establishing proof. Our focus on mathematical
thinking sees boys developing a tool box of
strategies with which to approach highly challenging
mathematical problems.

Young boys are naturally curious and passionate
about learning. A boy’s childhood is all about learning
more about himself and his world. Play-based
learning allows boys to develop the foundational skills
in a supportive and caring environment. Parents and
teachers are partners in the learning journey from the
moment they commence at Sydney Grammar School.

The boys enjoy the challenge and complexity found
in this subject as they build a solid foundation of
mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding.
They develop these through an appreciation of the
beauty of Mathematics, authentic real world problems
and an emphasis on the flexibility of thinking and
methodologies, all through our engaging rigorous
programmes.
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Growing hearts and minds begins in our purpose-built
Preschool. Our flexible, interest driven programmes
engage the boys’ thinking and wondering about
their world. ‘Aha’ moments abound as boys’ ideas
are sparked, developed and built on. Early reading,
writing and numeracy skills are developed through
our specialised and differentiated curriculum. As boys
progress through our School, they become competent
readers, writers, thinkers and problem solvers as well
as empathetic happy friends with their peers.
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“Adopting an active lifestyle is
important from a young age.”

Science

Sport

Whether in the Science Laboratory, classrooms or out
in the Science Garden, you will find boys actively
investigating their world. Observing, hypothesizing,
investigating and concluding are skills taught by a
specialist teacher with a passion for the world of
Science.

Sport is a vital element in a boy’s education and
provides opportunities to develop physical well-being
and confidence, to experience team-work and connect
socially. The expansive grounds and facilities allow
boys from Preschool to Year 6 to participate in the
busy sporting programme and provide the perfect
playground for our active boys. Our youngest boys
focus on developing fundamental movement skills
whilst building positive relationships that promote
wellbeing. Adopting an active lifestyle is important
from a young age and, beginning in Year 3, boys
represent Grammar in games against other schools.

Many Grammar boys choose Science as a career; it is
in this environment that we sow the seed for scientific
thinking and exploration.

Camps are an exciting part of the curriculum and
boys enjoy time away from home with teachers
and instructors in a supportive and challenging
environment. Stepping outside one’s comfort zone
and trying something new is best done with a group
of cheering mates waiting for you at the bottom of the
giant swing!
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“Our boys are educated with
a bigger picture in mind.”

Music

Learning Extension, Enrichment and Support

Music fosters the creative spirit and individual
expression so necessary in our lives. It is for this
important reason that Music has a central place in the
culture of the whole School.

Our boys are bright, sensitive and able individuals
who display a passion for learning and a compassion
and empathy for others. Most importantly, our boys
are educated with a bigger picture in mind. We focus
specifically on developing these thinking and learning
traits and nurturing the boys’ potential to develop into
thoughtful young men.

Class programmes teach five basic areas of elementary
music – singing, moving, creating, listening and
playing. Lessons on most orchestral instruments
are available from specialist tutors and a number
of choirs, chamber groups, ensembles and a full
symphony orchestra rehearse each week. Recitals
and concerts are held regularly and there are also
opportunities for musical tours away from the School.
If you walk through the School you will hear music.
It is an integral part of Grammar and its presence is
always strong and vibrant.

All boys deserve an enriched educational experience,
which is exactly what Grammar offers. A specialised
team of learning extension, enrichment and support
teachers work with boys across the School in many
different subjects.
Individual aptitudes are recognised at St Ives Prep.
Our programmes offer a fast-paced, complex and indepth look at the core content, yet some boys operate
at a higher level of abstract thought and reasoning.
By catering for boys in a variety of different ways we
can meet their specific learning needs and therefore
nurture them in a supportive academic setting as they
develop their thinking, skills and understandings.
Boys attend smaller, fluid group sessions to target
skills in specific areas of literacy and numeracy. Boys
sometimes need a varied pace for mastery, a range of
scaffolds and stimuli, a multisensory approach, added
encouragement or more individualised attention.
Placement in groups is carefully considered in
consultation with all Form Masters.
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“Language learning fosters a respect for
cultural diversity, an openness to new
perspectives and experiences.”

In Residence Programmes

Drama

Every year, experts are invited to visit the School and
mentor our boys in their chosen field. By sharing their
passion, knowledge and expertise, the boys are often
inspired to become musicians, authors, composers,
poets, sculptors, painters, animators or scientists.
The legacy of our visitors continues to influence our
teachers’ programmes long after they leave.

Weekly lessons with a specialist Drama teacher are
enjoyed by boys from Kindergarten to Year 6. The
programme features an emphasis on developing
confidence in creative expression and performance.
Grade presentations give every boy the opportunity
to perform and each year a major production is
staged. Our recent shows have included Much Ado
About Nothing, The Mikado and Haroun and the
Sea of Stories.

Italian
Italian offers learners the opportunity to be successful
at an early stage due to its phonetic nature, familiar
alphabet and grammatical system. Its Latin base is
shared with other European languages and, to a
great extent, English. Language learning fosters a
respect for cultural diversity, an openness to new
perspectives and experiences, and an understanding
of one’s own heritage and place in the global
community. Boys begin learning Italian from
Kindergarten and are able to further their language
studies later on at College Street.

Visual Arts
Boys are encouraged both to create and to appreciate
art in our purpose built Art Space. In lessons they
encounter a wide range of artwork from different
periods and cultures. The specialist Art teacher
emphasises the development of technical skills and
boys are taught to think, to co-operate and to solve
aesthetic problems. Regular displays provide an
opportunity for the boys to share their artwork and to
appreciate the work of their peers.
Art Club also offers our passionate artists an
opportunity to build a body of work and explore their
interests in all things artistic.

16 St Ives Preparatory School Prospectus

St Ives Preparatory School Prospectus 17

Admissions

Interested parents should contact the Enrolments
Secretary by telephone on 8302 5218 or
email stives@sydgram.nsw.edu.au.
The main points of entry into the School are
Preschool, Kindergarten, Year 3 and Year 5. Each year
the School has a limited number of places available
in Years 1, 2, 4 and 6. Enquiries regarding these years
can be made at any time.
For those boys entering Preschool or Kindergarten, an
informal play-based assessment establishes readiness
for our programme. Assessments for boys in Years
3-6 become more formalised as a boy gets older.
Boys who perform well in their entrance assessment
are invited for an interview with the Headmaster,
accompanied by their parents.
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Sydney Grammar School
St Ives Preparatory School
11-21 Ayres Road, St Ives NSW 2075
T +61 2 8302 5200
E stives@sydgram.nsw.edu.au
www.sydgram.nsw.edu.au
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